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[ Merz wants to make the German army the
strongest in Europe

"We want to be able to defend ourselves so that we don't have to defend
ourselves," Merz said.

Merz also spoke about getting the ailing economy back on track, saying the
country is strong and could once again become a Wachstumslokomotive (growth
engine) to which the world looks with admiration.

He said this success would be built on the hard work of millions of employees.
The day before, he had remarked in a speech to business leaders that Germans
should work harder and longer hours. "We will not be able to maintain the
prosperity of this country with a four-day week and work-life balance," he said,
taking a swipe at the young generation's work ethics.

Germans have long been known for their diligence, sense of duty, reliability and
productivity. Recent data suggests that Germans are working fewer hours. But that doesn't
tell the whole story.

A glance at current OECD labor figures can be startling. In 2022, the average American
worked over 1,800 hours per year, while the average German worked only 1,340 hours.
However, labor market researcher Enzo Weber from the Institute for Employment Research
(IAB) in Nuremberg, Germany, dismisses suggestions of the once-industrious Germans now
only wanting to enjoy their sweet lives.

"Germany has a very high female labor force participation rate compared to most other
countries," Weber told DW, noting that the main difference to other countries was that
about every second woman works part-time, which mathematically lowers the average
annual working hours. For example, if two men work 10 hours each in one country, the
average working timethere is 10 hours — (10+10)/2 = 10. But if, in another country, two



https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewsletter-tracking.dw.com%2Fred.php%3Fr%3D87370442588975476%26lid%3D3445876%26ln%3D14&data=05%7C02%7C%7C67b0e60a173c4c64567808dd97e993a2%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638833751643080111%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aT%2F53Elh6rVUj3pOxBOMNK503OPaPcj2kjD49cbdl4U%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewsletter-tracking.dw.com%2Fred.php%3Fr%3D87370442588975476%26lid%3D3445876%26ln%3D14&data=05%7C02%7C%7C67b0e60a173c4c64567808dd97e993a2%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638833751643080111%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aT%2F53Elh6rVUj3pOxBOMNK503OPaPcj2kjD49cbdl4U%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewsletter-tracking.dw.com%2Fred.php%3Fr%3D87370442588975476%26lid%3D3445876%26ln%3D15&data=05%7C02%7C%7C67b0e60a173c4c64567808dd97e993a2%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638833751643092590%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wPaMZAnQheCghAcMIChAcBqeGGoX1DBfjS3mjAto9f4%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewsletter-tracking.dw.com%2Fred.php%3Fr%3D87370442588975476%26lid%3D3445876%26ln%3D15&data=05%7C02%7C%7C67b0e60a173c4c64567808dd97e993a2%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638833751643092590%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wPaMZAnQheCghAcMIChAcBqeGGoX1DBfjS3mjAto9f4%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewsletter-tracking.dw.com%2Fred.php%3Fr%3D87370442588975476%26lid%3D3445876%26ln%3D19&data=05%7C02%7C%7C67b0e60a173c4c64567808dd97e993a2%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638833751643133043%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lO%2B7%2BLrlm%2B5gLRYwrvBsciVpBNxjjKH9Rpn06oHlC2Y%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewsletter-tracking.dw.com%2Fred.php%3Fr%3D87370442588975476%26lid%3D3445876%26ln%3D19&data=05%7C02%7C%7C67b0e60a173c4c64567808dd97e993a2%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638833751643133043%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lO%2B7%2BLrlm%2B5gLRYwrvBsciVpBNxjjKH9Rpn06oHlC2Y%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewsletter-tracking.dw.com%2Fred.php%3Fr%3D87370442588975476%26lid%3D3445876%26ln%3D19&data=05%7C02%7C%7C67b0e60a173c4c64567808dd97e993a2%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638833751643133043%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lO%2B7%2BLrlm%2B5gLRYwrvBsciVpBNxjjKH9Rpn06oHlC2Y%3D&reserved=0
https://www.dw.com/en/oecd-organization-for-economic-cooperation-and-development/t-17437710
https://www.dw.com/en/germany-number-of-part-time-workers-increases/a-66645265
https://www.dw.com/en/labor-issues/t-62940406
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewsletter-tracking.dw.com%2Fred.php%3Fr%3D87370442588975476%26lid%3D3445876%26ln%3D10&data=05%7C02%7C%7C67b0e60a173c4c64567808dd97e993a2%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638833751642873319%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4jjjC5Msmxb9WZPf3QzYFlpNcSZ7H2RwqDPxSPKW1cg%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewsletter-tracking.dw.com%2Fred.php%3Fr%3D87370442588975476%26lid%3D3445876%26ln%3D12&data=05%7C02%7C%7C67b0e60a173c4c64567808dd97e993a2%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638833751643067195%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3NTcNey3%2B7MfIxtFoRgUXt7tQj%2BX1gFYHiMi8D7iGPc%3D&reserved=0

Hot off the Press 47!

Members recommend.........

men work 10 hours each and a woman works four hours, the average working time comes
out to eight hours (10+10+4)/3 = 8.

REVISITING THE HOUSING CRISIS

The new government has identified the lack of affordable housing as
one of the most important social issues and vowed to boost
construction of rental housing with tax relief for builders, a reduction
in bureaucracy in construction and reforming complex building
standards.

So far, housing construction is lagging far behind population growth in
urban areas. Rural areas are hemorrhaging population due to poor
infrastructure there. The trend towards single households continues,
and so does the misappropriation of living space for example to rent
out to vacation guests via internet portals.

A German crime
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