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Berliners are obsessed with David Bowie,
even though he spent much of his time in the

city feeding his appetite for its Nazi heritage
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of doors down
the road from my flat,
asemi t

shrine has appeared
on the pavement.
Outside what some maps of the

but is really just a tattoo parfour
and a chiropractor’s office, there
are two dozen lanterns, bunches
of white roses and pluk lilies, and
laminated cards with devotional

MesSages.
“You are missed, our hero,
Stammmackslar. one says, On
glacﬂdal’olishfanhas

MISSES you,

star who ﬁellloearth."
what would have been his

75th birthday he is already

halfway to sainthood in Berlin.
My local pub is dedicated to his
memoc) and his portrait is even

layed next to

Ataturk’ in the window of the

neiahbwﬂroodh'l\uklshhr
As of last year he is eligible to

have streets named after

the district council have applied
1o rebrand the uttesly

undistinguished crossroads at the

top of our street, the

Haupistrasse, David-Bowle-Platz

More than 13,000 Berliners have

sil;ned a pefition to rename the

Hawn, itself after the

B pop star,

x ﬂnd the city's Bowie cult a

I{e came lo Wesi

Berlin in 19,

oulaﬁeramnumm
cocalneabusedminghis'ﬂun
White Duke period in Los
Anade&bulalsobeamehewas
fascinated by West German
bands such as Neul, Kraftwerk
and Tangerine Dream.

He stayed for only three years,
returning in 1987 for a famous
concert next to the Berlin Wall.
In fact the word “stayed" is

galleries, paint,
cycle throogh the
streets on a Raleigh
bike, take a traln out to -
the Wannsee lake, or shop for
books and experimental pop

Only one album in Bowie's Berlin

Trilogy was made in the city

records, By night he would go out
dancing in its discotheques with
Pop and Romy Haag, hls
us trans lover,

By Bowie's hectic standards, it
wmaperk)do(asdplhsea-d
calm, when he got th
mumepuksof(iﬂmés‘a
day and the occasional noseful of
charlie at weekends. He took

Ye!!un'lhdpmspecthgthnt
Berfin was not much more than a
gloriﬁul rehab clinic for him. He

ever learnt enough German to
orderabmdmll.}leau
Neukalln, the West
Berlin district that lent its name
1o a bleak Instrumental on Heroes.
A few German influences can

definitely be discerned in his

work from this era: the motorik
beats on Low; the EP written to
aceompan)BeﬂlnHBmcM's
play Baal; the cover of Heroes,
inspired by an Ernst Ludwig

museunm.
But what gets lost in all the
mawkish Bowie haglography Is
B
ermany: Naz imagery.
alone he made an infamous
gesture resembling a Hitler
salute, told a Swedish journalist
that Britain would “benefit from
a fascist leader”, and
filled his Berlin flat

. Kirchner painting he saw in the
Briicke

David-Bowi
not exactly fill me with
enthusinsm.
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Greens Plan four-parent families in Germany
The Times 17.01.2022

| Germany
Ofiver Moody Berlin

Each child should be able to have up to
four parents to reflect modern “rain-
bow™ and “patchwork”™ families, Ger-
many’s LGBTQ commissioner has said.

Sven Lehmann said a third of child-
ren were brought UX outside conven-
tional marriages and the rules on par-
enthood needed to be updated.

The coalition government under
Olaf Scholz has vowed to modernise
family law as part of a programme of
liberal social reforms, including gender
self-identification and the relaxation of
regulations on abortion.

t has come up with the idea of a
“community of responsibility”, under
which adults who are not related to or
romantically involved with one
another would be able to enter legally
binding family-like relationships.

These could include rights tradition-
ally afforded to spouses, such as access
to another adult’s medical information.

“In the future, more than two parents
should be able to share custody of a
child,” Lehmann, 42, a Green MP and
Germany’s first "queer affairs commis-
sioner”, told the Funke media group of
local newspapers. “It should be possible
for a child to have up to four people with
an entitlement to custody,” he said.

A rainbow family is one in which at
least one parent is gay, lesbian, trans, bi-
sexual or queer. A patchwork or step-
family involves at least one parent with
a child from a previous relationship.

FACEBOOK

One example cited by the Greens is
when a lesbian couple has a child,
Under the present law onl?' the biologi-
cal mother is automatically re ised
as a parent, while her partner has to
adopt the child to gain parental rights.

The reform would not only extend
parenthood to both women but also al-
low them to identify the biological
father of the child as its third parent.

Dorothee Bir, 43, an MP from the
Bavarian Christian Social Union party,
said the reforms threatened the “foun-
dations of society”.

Gerhard Papke, 60, of the Free Dem-
ocratic Party, tweeted: “What suppos-
edly serves the interests of the children
is in truth a dangerous attack on the
family, the core of a free society.”

https://www.facebook.com/117149534977456/posts/7638468086178859/
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Weitere Informationen und den Link zur Anmeldung gibt es hier:

www.pfronten.de/aktiv/outdoorerlebnisse/pfrontener-alpinvortraege
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NEW GERMAN TV SERIES is beginning on Friday 14" January — “Dark Woods”

The first episode is on More4 at 9pm, but as it’s a “Walter presents” it may then just be available on All4. It
is set near Hamburg and is based on real murder cases in the 1980s.

A NEW FILM called ‘MUNICH: the edge of War’

George MacKay — from 1917 to

BAERACH: e Kl of Wac It’s based on Robert Harris’s 2018 novel
“Munich”and is in English but has a German
Director (Christian Schwochow) and some
German actors (Jannis Niewdhner playing Paul
Von Hartmann and Ulrich Matthes playing Hitler).
The main British actors are Jeremy Irons playing
Neville Chamberlain and George MacKay playing
his secretary Hugh Legat.



http://www.pfronten.de/aktiv/outdoorerlebnisse/pfrontener-alpinvortraege

